
The Early Music Studio of Saint John,
one of only a handful of such organizations in
Canada, adds a dynamic and vibrant element to
the cultural life of our city and province.

A registered non-profit organization, the Early Music
Studio (EMS) engages local musicians, students,
and audiences through the performance of
Renaissance and Baroque music of the 16th to 18th
centuries. Its year-round programming –
presentations for schoolchildren, workshops for
musicians, public concerts – offers the community
the opportunity to participate in and experience
the adventurous spirit of early music.

The re-discovery of ‘early music’ performance practice
is an important world-wide movement. Unlike
classical music composed since 1800, where a musical
score must be played exactly as notated by the
composer, in the Renaissance and Baroque periods
composers created basic scores which performers
were expected to embellish and augment in a variety
of ways as they played. By returning to this practice,
Early Music Studio performers on both modern
and period instruments stretch their knowledge and
skills through historically informed performances.
And EMS audiences are treated to concerts that
explore the past, while discovering new musical
directions for the future.

Since its creation in 2006, the Early Music
Studio has re-imagined the “soundtrack”
of our region’s early history and created
new musical opportunities for the
entire community: thousands of
school children have participated
in the Schools Initiative; dozens
of talented young local performers
have participated in the Studio’s
Mentorship Program and Young

Musicians concerts, and the Studio’s concerts have
attracted a growing and very loyal audience. The
Studio’s mission to enrich the cultural landscape of
Saint John through one-of-a-kind programming
and activities is making a significant contibution to
the artistic life of the community.

Join us on this musical journey!

“The Early Music Studio of Saint John
offers a wide range of educational and
performance programs which adds to the
cultural vitality of our community. It has
become a focal point to organizations,
musicians, and students interested in the
music of the 16th, 17th and 18th century.
It not only has a significant artistic impact
on the city’s cultural framework, it also
increases the diversity of attitudes, influences,
and activity found in Saint John.”

Bernard J. Cormier
Cultural Affairs Officer,
City of Saint John

Concerts
The Early Music Studio is a year-round

venture and its concert schedule is no

exception. Workshop and education activities

of the Studio culminate in a series of

memorable concerts throughout the year.

Join us for our Young Musicians Concert,

the summertime Monday Music Series,

or one of our current Concert Season

performances.

“A major contribution to the cultural life of
New Brunswick… EMS… concerts bring
us the best of early music with the highest
performance qualities, sonority, nuances,
colours, in short: inspired interpretations
displaying with passion the depth and the
miraculous expression of this music….”

Michel Cardin
Baroque lutenist
Professor, Universite de Moncton



Education
Growing local musicians for the future
is a cornerstone of the Early Music
Studio’s mission. Two key programs
offer musical opportunities for local
youth:

THE EARLY MUSIC SCHOOLS INITIATIVE

Each year, thousands of children in the
Greater Saint John area are introduced to
early music through the Studio’s outreach
program. Professional musicians visit area

schools to share early music and period
instruments, linking these elements

to the early history of our
region. This front-row

perspective on early
music is inspiring a
new generation to
become active,
enthusiastic
participants in music:

“I really liked how you
played on every instrument.
I hope when I get older I
will be a musician. I liked
the alto and I like how it
sounds. I loved how the
little flute sounded. I hope
you come back to Island
View School.” 

– Nicholas

THE MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

The Mentorship Program offers
a singular opportunity for
advanced-level young performers.
Outstanding young musicians are
invited to participate in Early
Music Studio workshops, where
they work alongside professional
musicians to prepare music for
performance in one of the Studio’s
concerts.

The mentorship program also
includes partnerships with the
New Brunswick Competitive
Festival of Music and Lancaster
Recording Studios. Local young
performers competing in the
intermediate and senior festival
are eligible to receive one of the
Studio’s three Early Music Prizes
($100) in vocal, instrumental and
keyboard categories. In addition,
they are invited to perform in the
Studio’s annual Young Musicians
Concert, and receive three hours
of free studio time with Lancaster
Recording Studios to record a 20-
minute demo CD for use when
applying to further their studies.

“The Mentorship
Program is invaluable
to the young performers
fortunate enough to be
part of it. This unique
opportunity to perform
with professionals is a
great incentive to
practice to as high
performance level as
possible, whilst learning
from the professionals
with whom they play
their instruments. Saint
John is blessed to have
in residence Tim
Backmore, his Early
Music Studio, and his
innovative ideas.”

– Mabel Doak
Vocal coach,
Fredericton

Workshops
For the Early Music Studio, developing and
displaying musical talent from our community is
paramount. That is why the Studio offers free
workshops for professional musicians and local
music students. The workshop participants enjoy
lively sessions where they discuss issues related to
the interpretation of early music and develop their
skills in early music performance. The end result
of this collaboration is a series of concerts
throughout the year.

“I have very much enjoyed being
involved in the Early Music Studio,
particularly in the Young Musicians
Concerts and the Mentorship Program.
It is a priceless hands-on learning
experience which has inspired me to
look deeper into the history of music
and broaden my interpretive abilities
as a solo cellist. EMS has been for me
an enlightening experience and an
inspiration as a young performer.”

– Ben Marmen, 
violoncello
Member of the National 
Youth Orchestra of Canada
2008

Collegium Musicum
Historically, a collegium musicum was a musical
society that brought musicians together to explore
new forms of musical expression. Today, that spirit
of exploration continues with the Early Music Studio’s
Collegium Musicum. Formed in 2008, the Collegium
Musicum is an instrumental ensemble dedicated to
the performance of 17th and 18th century music
on period instruments. The core members of the
Collegium are all professional musicians based in
New Brunswick:

Tim Blackmore (recorders, harpsichord),
Michel Cardin (baroque lute, theorbo),
Sara Liptay (baroque violin, viola da gamba),
Richard Kidd (harpsichord),
Robert Lewis (baroque bassoon)
Katherine Moller (baroque violin)

The Collegium Musicum performs two full concert
programs per year, as well as providing the music
for the Early Music Studio’s annual Tafelmusik
fundraiser and other special events. Members of the
Collegium are also the featured performers in the
Studio’s Monday Music Series of summer concerts.


